City of La Porte Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, May 12, 2026 at 6:00 PM
City Hall Council Chambers, 801 Michigan Ave.
www.cityoflaporte.com (219) 362-8260

A meeting of the City of La Porte Board of Zoning Appeals (“BZA”), was held at City Hall on Tuesday,
May 12, 2026 at the hour of 6:00 PM, (“local time”), pursuant to notice duly given in accordance with
the rules of the Commission and the Indiana Open Door Law.

ITEM 1. Call Meeting to Order

The meeting was called to order by Chair Brian Kajer at 6:00 PM.

ITEM 2. Pledge of Allegiance

ITEM 3. Roll Call & Determination of Quorum

On a call of the roll, the members of the BZA were shown to be present or absent as follows:

Members Present: Members Absent: Staff Present:

Chair, Brian Kajer Mark Danielson Mark Worthley, BZA Attorney

Vice Chair, Nate Loucks Pete Saunders Craig Phillips, CDP Director

Vickie Gushrowski David Heinold, City Planner
Josette Schoof, Eng. Coordinator

ITEM 4. Approval of Minutes: April 14, 2026 Meeting Minutes

Chair Brian Kajer called for any changes or corrections to the April 14, 2026 Meeting Minutes. There
being no changes or corrections to the meeting minutes, Nate Loucks made a motion to approve the
April 14, 2026 Meeting Minutes and the motion was seconded by Vickie Gushrowski. The motion
passed 3-0.


http://www.cityoflaporte.com/

ITEM 5. Variance of Development Standards #26-06 Petition
to Exceed Maximum Accessory Building Area — Requesting 4,800
Square Feet; Allow 27 Foot Tall Building Height; and to Reduce
the Minimum Side and Rear Yard Building Setbacks from 10 Feet
to 5 Feet for a Detached Accessory Building

Type of Request: Variance of Development Standards

Staff Report: David Heinold

APPLICANT

Name — Roselawn Apartments, LLC (Amy Feikes)

PROPERTY OWNER
Name — same

PREMISES AFFECTED
Parcel Number - 46-10-02-178-033.000-043

Actual/approximate address or location from major streets — 1101 West 10 Street

Total Acreage — 5.65 acres Flood Zone on Site? - No

Zoning of

Subject Property — R1B Use of Subject Property — Single Family Dwelling

Zoning of
Adjacent North: B2 South: R1B East: R1B/B2 West: B2/R3A
Properties

Land Use North: Retail

b Adi Commercial South: Single East: Single West: Single Family
; Jac ent Family Dwellings | Family Dwelling/ Dwellings
ropertics Medical Facility

SUMMARY: The petitioner proposes to allow construction of a 60 foot by 80 foot detached garage
with a 27 foot height on the subject property. The variance of development standards request is to allow
4,800 square feet of maximum accessory building area, increase the accessory building height from 18
feet to 27 feet tall, and to reduce the minimum side and rear yard building setbacks from 10 feet to 5
feet.

HISTORY OF SITE: Per the site aerial image, the parcel is 5.65 acres and is currently zoned R1B
(Single Family Residential District). Historically, the property has been used as an apartment complex
and large maintenance building for the site.



DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED VARIANCE OF DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS:

The petitioner is requesting a variance of development standards to allow 4,800 square feet of maximum
accessory building area, increase the accessory building height from 18 feet to 27 feet tall, and to reduce
the minimum side and rear yard building setbacks from 10 feet to 5 feet.

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE: Section 7.04 Building Dimensional Requirements shall be met
for the subject property.

SITE REVIEW FINDINGS: Site review is not required for the type of variance petition.

DECISION CRITERIA:

1) The approval will not be injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and general welfare
of the community;

The proposed accessory building size will not be injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and
general welfare of the community because the existing use of the subject property is for multi-family
apartments and the proposed accessory building will be compatible with surrounding commercial
properties to the north. The proposed accessory building size is comparable to the existing accessory
buildings on similar commercial properties.

The reduction in the accessory building setback to 5 feet from the side and rear property lines will not be
injurious to the public health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the community because the
proposed building will be located in the back of the subject property. The approval of the variance
request to increase the accessory building height from 18 feet to 27 feet will not be injurious to the
public health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the community because there are existing
multifamily apartment buildings that are three to four stories high on the subject property.

2) The use and value of the area adjacent to the property will not be affected in a substantially
adverse manner; and

The use and value of the area adjacent to the property will not be affected in a substantially adverse
manner with the construction of a 60 foot by 80 foot accessory building for storage of maintenance
equipment for the existing multi-family apartments on site. The proposed 60 foot by 80 foot accessory
building will not negatively impact the use and value of the area adjacent to the property because the
accessory building will be used to store maintenance equipment for the existing multi-family apartments
on site.

The reduction in building setbacks for the accessory building will not negatively impact the use and
value of adjacent properties because there are similar building setbacks on surrounding commercial and
residential properties. The increased accessory building height will not negatively impact surrounding
properties because there are existing multifamily apartment buildings that are three to four stories high
on the subject property.



(3) The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance will result in practical difficulties
in the use of the property.

The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance to limit the size of the accessory building to
721 square feet on 5.65 acres will constitute practical difficulty in the use of the property to store
maintenance equipment for an existing multi-family apartment complex.

The proposed size for the accessory building will be comparable to existing buildings on adjacent
commercial properties. The strict application of the terms of the zoning ordinance to limit the proposed
accessory building to 10 feet from the side and rear property lines would not allow reasonable use of the
existing multifamily apartment complex to store the necessary maintenance equipment for maintenance
of the subject property. The strict application to limit the accessory building height to 18 feet will result
in practical difficulties in the use of the property because there are existing multifamily apartment
buildings that are three to four stories.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff finds that the proposed accessory building size, building height, and building setbacks are
comparable to the existing buildings on commercial properties to the north of the subject property. Staff
recommends approval of Variance of Development Standards Petition #26-06.

Submitted to the Board of Zoning Appeals May 8", 2026.




Applicant Presentation
Amy Feikes of 1105 west 10" Street the Property Manager of Roselawn Apartments requested
approval of the following for equipment storage:

¢ Replace the existing maintenance pole barn.
¢ Relocate the building to the rear of the property.
¢ Increase the building size.

Public Comment

Chair Brian Kajer opened the meeting to public comment and called for public comments. There being
no public comment for or against the use variance, Chair Brian Kajer closed the meeting to public
comment.

Staff Presentation
David Heinold, City Planning, presented the petition and recommended approval, noting:

Increase the building size to approximately 4,800 square feet (60' x 80").

Increase the building height from the permitted 18 feet to 27 feet.

Reduce the required side and rear setbacks from 10 feet to 5 feet.

The proposed building is accessory to the existing apartment complex.

The size, height, and setbacks are compatible with surrounding commercial properties.

The reduced setbacks and increased height would not adversely affect neighboring properties.

Staff recommended approval of Variance of Development Standards Petition 26-06.

Board Discussion/Action

Vickie Gushrowski made a motion to approve Variance of Development Standards #26-06 Petition to
Exceed Maximum Accessory Building Area — Requesting 4,800 Square Feet; Allow 27 Foot Tall
Building Height; and to Reduce the Minimum Side and Rear Yard Building Setbacks from 10 Feet
to 5 Feet for a Detached Accessory Building. The motion was seconded by Nate Loucks. A roll call
vote was taken. The motion passed 3-0.

Yes Brian Kajer Absent Pete Saunders Yes Nate Loucks

Yes Vickie Gushrowski Absent Mark Danielson

Variance of Development Standards #26-06 Petition — Approved 3-0



ITEM 7. Old Business

There was no old business.

ITEM 8. New Business

There was no new business

ITEM 9. Other Business

There was no other business

ITEM 10. Adjournment

Brian Kajer called for a motion to adjourn. Nate Loucks made a motion to adjourn, and the motion was

seconded by Vickie Gushrowski. The motion to adjourn passed 3-0. The meeting was adjourned at
6:08 pm.

Brian Kajer, Chair Josette Schoof, Secretary



